LABORATORY EXPERIENCES
Labs occur throughout each unit, and are performed in class. You must come prepared to lab. Please read the lab explanation provided to you on SharePoint before coming to lab.  Lab is an integral part of your science experience; quite often it is the only time you will be exposed to course material. Lab material is included in unit tests. New York State requires you to successfully complete 1200 minutes of laboratory experiences.  This is indicated by a compilation of lab reports each attaining a grade of 6.5 or higher (out of a total of 10 points).  Neatness counts, so take your time writing your lab reports, be thorough and precise.

GRADING

Labs are graded out of a total of 10 points which is broken down as follows:

1.0 point for correct format and neatness

1.0 point for a well written conclusion

4.0 points for data and calculations

4.0 points for questions answered correctly and in complete sentences

DUE DATE

Labs are due two (2) school days following the performance of the lab.  Late labs lose grading points (but not “lab hour” points).

FORMAT:

All of your lab reports must be neatly written on loose leaf paper. They should always follow the format below:

NAME
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PURPOSE: 
This is a brief statement regarding the focus or goal of the lab. It should indicate what is to be learned through the lab. Sometimes it will be a hypothesis.
DATA: 
Report your collected data. This can be done in a table format if that is appropriate. This may also be reported graphically as instructed.

CALCULATIONS:
 Whenever you perform a mathematical process, you must show your work.  This does not mean that you should show your computational work; you are to show the process by which you arrived at your answer in the following format:
WRITE THE EQUATION

SUBSTITUTE THE DATA (Including units)

REPORT YOUR ANSWER (Including units)

QUESTIONS:
Answer the questions in one or more complete sentences that incorporate the question into the answer.

CONCLUSION:
In one or more complete sentences, summarize what you learned by performing this lab. Be specific! Include examples of concepts that were learned or reinforced.  Your conclusion should be unique…DO NOT RESTATE OR REPEAT YOUR PURPOSE!

