Film as Literature 2012
Mrs. Rachel Shipp

Course Description and Policies

*Description:  Film as Literature is an elective offered through the English Department.  During this half-year course we will examine the history of film as a literary genre and consider the elements that create the spectacle that is modern America cinema.  We will also explore the process of how published literature selections evolve into the film genre.
We will examine each film we view on three different levels:

1. Content and Themes:  Like any narrative genre, the primary focus of  mainstream cinema is to tell a story.  We will talk about film using the same literary terms associated with drama and narrative prose.

2. Mise en scene and Visual Spectacle:  Film goes beyond the bounds of most narrative literature by embracing the element of spectacle, that which is seen.  Like plays, film relies upon visuals and sounds in ways that novels and short story never could.

3. Montage and Directing Techniques:  While film is most similar to drama and stage production, as a genre it is different in the manner in which the camera and director are capable of manipulating point of view and perspective.  The manner in which a story is manipulated through the use of cutting, shooting and editing is known as montage, a literary element distinct to film.

This class will rely heavily on discussion.  Therefore, participation is very important.  A student cannot score a grade higher than a C without actively participating in class discussions.

*Absences:  If a student is absent during a screening of a film, that student is responsible for renting the film and watching it on their own time.  Some of the films are available in our libraries and public libraries.  I cannot lend copies of the films to any students.
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*Policies:

1. You must have a binder for this class and this class only.  There will be many hand outs.  You must have your binder by this Friday!

2. Any written homework is due in class the day that it is due. 

3. If you miss class, you must see me after school to get any handouts and an explanation of what you missed.

4. All students must respect others’ opinions.  While I encourage opposing viewpoints, all comments must be voiced with respect and concern for others’ feelings.

5.  You must be on time for class.  "On time" means in your seat and ready to work or view a film when the bell rings.  Any tardiness is unacceptable and you will be written up.  This class is designed to cover all of the assigned movies and projects during class time; every minute is precious.  Students must respect this time or they will have to sacrifice their own time out of class to complete the material.
*Grades:



Written Work:  35%



Tests and Quizzes:  35%



Participation and HW:  30%

Written Work will include scene analyses, personal responses, film reviews and at least one paper/project at the end of the semester. 

There is NOT a standard final exam for this course.  There is, however a project that will count as your final exam grade.  Class time will be allotted for this project to be completed within the assigned class time.
Some of the more recent films we will be viewing are rated R for violence and content.  None of the films we watch are rated R for sexual content.  Parents should be aware of the ratings and permission slips must be signed before any films are viewed.
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*Required Materials:

*One Three ring Binder with loose-leaf paper,
*Paper, *Pen, *Highlighter, *Computers, *Chargers
*Film Schedule: (Note: the following list may be modified)
Please see attached chart for your convenience.

Please have your parents sign the following slip, allowing you to view the listed “R” rated films in class.  You must return this slip by Friday to view any films.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As the parent/guardian of _______________________________________, (please print the name of the child) I have read over the assigned film list for the 2012 Film as Literature class. 

I give my son/daughter (please print name of child) ________________________ permission to view the listed “R” rated films in class for the outlined educational purposes associated with this English department elective.  I have reviewed the syllabus and understand the educational merit of these films.

Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print): _____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (Signature):  _______________________________________
Date ________________________

Comments to teacher:

