AP Language and Composition

Course Description

AP Language and Composition is a course in which the students’ reading and writing experiences focus on non-fiction prose selections.  Students will endeavor to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts.  In developing sophisticated reading and writing skills, students will explore and analyze how language works, how authors utilize language through rhetorical devices and stylistic emphasis, and how to recreate and appreciate the subtle effects, patterns and structures that enduring and impacting writers employ.

Beyond the realm of non-fiction prose, we will examine two Shakespearean plays, emphasizing their rhetorical ends and the construct of Shakespeare’s language as it relates to historical topics.  We will also examine the fiction work of great American authors such as Hawthorne, Melville and Twain, placing their works of fiction into a context of discourse shaped by various schools of thought and conditions within an evolving society.

· Students will complete writing assignments that will require them to describe language, analyze structure, and demonstrate an awareness of connotation and implication.  They will be required to interpret and identify not only the author’s purpose in writing, but more importantly, the author’s reason for writing in a certain style while crafting language in the manner that he or she chooses.  This is a writing intensive composition course that focuses on close reading, analytical skill, and expository writing.

· Students will engage in peer editing and revision processes.

· Students will engage in directed online and library research projects, and in particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources. Students will complete multiple research assignments throughout the year which will require them to present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from a variety of sources. 
· The course teaches students how to cite sources and create a Works Cited using MLA standards. 

At the end of the school year, students whose grades meet the criteria established by Bishop Kearney will take the AP Exam, with the opportunity to earn college credit.  Each student will also be required to take the New York State Regents Exam in January, unlike Regents students who take the Regents in June.  

Grades:
Grades will be computed as follows:

         


Literature tests and Quizzes…………….…….30%




Vocabulary and Worksheets…….……………10%




Writing Projects………………………………50%




Participation……………………………….…10%
Policies

(You must bring a pen, your binder, your vocabulary book, and the text we are reading to class everyday.  If you are lacking any of these items, you will be considered unprepared.  This will affect your participation grade.

( Any written homework, including Writing Projects, will be collected and graded on the day that it is due.  Per the school policy, no late assignments will be accepted.   

(If you have an excused absence you must hand in any due homework and complete any missed quizzes/tests on the day you return from school.  If you are absent for an extended period of time, we can discuss arrangements the day you return.

( If you miss class, you are responsible for seeing me after school to see what you missed while you were out.  Do not ask me before the bell rings, in the hallways, in the cafeteria, or anywhere else.  See me in my room at the end of the day before you catch your bus, meet your ride home, or go to practice.

 (This is a class that emphasizes communication and understanding.  Therefore, everyone must participate.  All students are expected to behave courteously while another person is speaking.  

(Only your binder and the book we are using should be on your desk.  All other materials, including purses, must be stored under the desk before the bell rings.

(You must be on time for class.  Being on time means being in your seat, ready to work, before the bell rings.  Simply having one foot in the door before the bell rings does not constitute being on time.

(If you need extra help, just ask.  I will be available before and after school and during   LAP. I will always look at a paper or assignment before it is due to give you  suggestions.

Literature tests and Quizzes………….40%




Vocabulary Quizzes…….……………15%




Writing Projects………………………25%




Grammar Quizzes…………………….10%




Participation………………………..…10%

· EXTRA HELP OR CONCERNS:  If at any time you feel the need for extra help or are experiencing any difficulties, please feel free to approach me for discussion.  With communication, we can take care of any problem that arises.  I will be in my room before school, during LAP, and after school until at least 3:30 pm.  If you need to get in touch with me outside of school hours, feel free to e-mail at any time at Lmeyering@bkhs.org.

Required Materials:
(Various handouts and digital texts 

(Vocabulary Workbook
(One three-ring binder, full of loose-leaf paper.

    All Handouts will be hole- punched so you can keep them in your binder.   

(You will need to purchase various texts throughout the semester including the Kaplan AP Language book.  

(Folger’s editions of Macbeth and The Tempest
Reading Schedule 
Section I:  The Rhetoric of Our Puritan Roots

 “The North: Puritanism” (text: 4-5)

    Of Plymouth Plantation  William Bradford  (text: 23-32)

“A Model of Christian Charity”  John Winthrop (Handout)

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”  Jonathan Edwards

The Poetry of Edward Taylor

            “Upon a Spider Catching a Fly”  (Handout)

“Huswifery” (text: 38-39) 

Section II:  The Perception and Language of Race in the New World

What is race?  How do we define “race?”

           The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano  (text: 60-62)
Various handouts and articles on race and language

The Tempest    (Purchase Folger Shakespeare Library Edition)

“A Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson”

Section III:  The Self Made Man and the Composition of a Revolution

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin            

“Speech in the Virginia Convention”  Patrick Henry  (text: 89-92)

“The Crisis, number 1”  Thomas Paine (text:  94-96)

“The Declaration of Independence”  Thomas Jefferson  (text:  99-104)

“The Jefferson Bible”  and corresponding passages from the King James Bible (handouts)

Section IV:  Romantics and Transcendentalists

Selected fiction from Hawthorne and Melville

Hawthorne’s Preface to The House of the Seven Gables
Emerson’s “Self Reliance”

Henry David Thoreau

Selected excerpts from other Emerson essays

View Edward Scissorhands as a modern romance.  Read selected reviews and scholarly articles.

Section V:  Realism and the Civil War

Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address (Compare first and final drafts side by side)
Douglass’ “What to the Slave is Your Fourth of July” and “Free Speech in Boston”

Excerpts from James Fennimore Cooper’s “Deerslayer”

“James Fennimore Cooper’s Literary Offenses” by Mark Twain

“Life on the Mississippi” by Mark Twain

Section VI:  Modernism and Industry

TS Eliot’s “The Love song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

Various criticisms and analyses  of the poem.

Faulkner’s Nobel Speech

Charlie Chaplin’s Modern Times
Section VII:  Post Modernism  and Deconstruction (Post AP Exam)

 The Matrix

The Truman Show

Macbeth
What is reality and is there any true or fixed meaning in life?  Students will read a selection of articles that discuss the films and the construct of language and reality by authors such as Harold Bloom, Saul Williams and Nietzsche. 
